
VCMS Endeavor G&T Program Newsletter 

November/December 2018 

 

Grade 6: 

 In grade 6, we are continuing with our collaboration with the PIIP (People Investing In 
People) Foundation and our friends in Ghana.  The students in Ghana are practicing public 
speaking, questioning, and critical thinking skills.  Through shared lessons, we, in Vernon, are 
practicing the same thing!  We began by learning about terrariums and the water cycle.  We 
made our own terrariums.  Some are doing well, and some are not!  This closed ecosystem 
must have a perfect balance to thrive.  We have evaluated the two terrariums that are doing 
poorly and determined that they do not have sufficient  air flow and are too wet, which has 
resulted in a “rotting, putrid, sewer” smell .  This odiferous result is an exciting development 
for middle schoolers, believe it or not..... 

 We are now learning about the precarious environments of coral reefs. Students read 
about coral bleaching, chose a particular kind of coral, are are using Lego bricks to recreate 
the coral.  After the holiday break, each student will write a short description of their coral and 
it will be included with their model for public display. 

 We have had two video sessions with the Ghana students.  We were introduced to their 
village through pictures and videos and we discussed the difficulty they have getting to 
school.  They spend a major part of their day traveling to the river to get water, which they 
carry home on their heads.  Our students practiced carrying a gallon of water on their heads.  
(We only had one major spill in the 6th grade hallway...) The students in Ghana routinely carry 
ten times that weight! 

 We also discussed favorite holidays and what we like to eat and wear on those days.    
The Ghana students come from several different tribes and we learned a little about the way 
the tribes interact.  They do not all have the same belief systems and customs.  In some 
instances, the tribes  struggle for political power and recognition amongst each other.   We 
learned which questions were appropriate to ask and which were not.  We also learned that 
the Ghana students seldom have anyone ask for their opinion!  They are all responsible for 
taking care of younger siblings, for helping with farming, animal herding, or selling in the 
market. None of them have been in, or near, an airplane! 

 Upcoming lessons will include discussion and planning about ways to reduce ocean 
pollution. 

 

Grade 7: 

 Grade 7 is focusing on Asia and the Middle East.  We have spent some time speaking 
about human rights around the world, as well as the rights and freedoms we take for granted 
in the US.  In addition, we played the OSTRACISM game.  Students role-played a situation 



where they ostracized someone sitting on the O-Train.  This was a schema-building exercise 
to prepare for reading the memoir Red Scarf Girl, which describes the author's youth during 
the Chinese Cultural Revolution in the 1960s.  The strife going on in China at that time mirrors 
the strife going on in the United States during the Civil Rights Movement. 

 We have also made connections between the methods used by Chairman Mao Tse-tung  
to control and transform China and those used by other dictators.  Students watched a video 
about Chairman Mao's destruction of the Four Olds.   In the near future, we will be exploring 
the use of Propaganda as a means of influencing culture around the world and in our own 
country? 

 The students will be writing their own short (1-2 page) memoirs.  In preparation for this, 
they are sharing stories from their lives.  Some stories are funny and some are very poignant.  
We have even heard some “spooky” stories.   

 The students have an assignment over the holiday break: ask five different people 
to share a memory with you by completing the following phrase “I will always 
remember.....” 

 

Grade 8: 

 The focus of Grade 8 is the American Identity.  We are reading the book A Long Way 
from Chicago, which tells the story of two children who visit their grandmother in Illinois every 
summer.  The story takes place at the end of the Roaring Twenties and into the 1930s and the 
Great Depression.  As a part of the book discussion, we spent some time connecting the crime 
culture of 1920s and 1930s Chicago during the time of Prohibition with current cultural issues. 

 The children in the story escape the big city every year and  connect with Grandma 
Dowdel, who is a beautifully crafted literary character, a larger-than-life persona.  The story, 
written by Richard Peck, is a classic and not the kind of book many of our students still read.  
Some might even say it is old-fashioned, but it does offer a glimpse into life in a small town in 
middle America.  The students will be writing their own character descriptions of people that 
have shaped their lives.  We will also be exploring how the characters' point of view changes 
throughout the novel. 

 We recently took the New York Times dialect quiz an discussed where our phrases and 
expressions come from and what they say about us.  Many staff members in the building also 
took the quiz and we had fun seeing their results.  For example: is a delicious sandwich with 
meat and veggies a “hero”, a “subway”, or a “grinder”?   

 The students have an assignment over the holiday break:  they must connect with a 
grandparent or older adult and record a story from that person's life.  We will share our 
stories when we return in January. 

 

 



Other News: 

 The 6th Grade Math Olympiads team has taken its second contest.  We have seen 
growth from contest 1 to contest 2.  The next contest in January 14. 

 The Geography Bee took place on Dec. 11.  The winner was Evan Walter.  He was 
mightily challenged in the championship round by Abigail Brouillard and Anthony Charette. 
Congratulations to all the students who participated!   

 

CT History Day competition:   

 Students participating in this challenging after school club are deep into research and 
are preparing to write their thesis statements.  The regional contest is March 9. 

 

Opportunities: 

 Coming in January – Endeavor (G&T) Lunch Bunch!  Lunch in room 3 with discussion 
and games! 

 Coming in February – The Scripps Spelling Bee!  Who will “bee” the school champ and 
make it to the State competition? 

 

AS ALWAYS, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT MRS. LEE WITH QUESTIONS.  HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!! 


