
Principal’s News 

 

 

 

Dear LSS Parents, 

The holidays are fast approaching. Please take time to discuss 

your child’s progress on his/her goals at Parent conferences, 

which are scheduled for December 7th and 8tth  Our goal is to  

meet with the parents of all of our students. If you have not yet 

scheduled your conference, or if you are unable to meet at our 

pre-determined times, please contact your child’s teacher so 

another time can be arranged.  

Thank you for all of your continued support and cooperation. 

Wishing you a happy and healthy holiday season. 

Sincerely, 

Tracy Duenzl, Principal 
terese.duenzl@vernonct.org   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon arrival, at LSS, all visitors are required to report to the main office, and provide a photo 

ID card,.  All visitors will be issued a visitor ID badge  to wear while in the building. 

Thank you for your support in keeping all of our students safe.  

December 2017 

  The Lion’s Share 

Lake Street School’s monthly share of news and upcoming events 

Please visit our school website @ www.vernonpublicschools.org/lss-homepage 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Tues., Dec. 5th 

Report Cards sent home 

 

Mon.—Fri, Dec. 4th-8th 

Book Fair 

 

Thurs. and Fri., Dec. 7th, 

8th 

Early Dismissal 

Parent/Teacher  

Conferences 

Lunch Served 

 

Thurs., Dec. 11th 

PTO Meeting 

6:30 

 

Mon., Dec. 25th—Jan. 1st 

Holiday Recess 

 

:   

 
 
 
 
 

LSS Monthly Attendance 

    Aug. Sept. Oct. 

Our Goal: 95% 
each month 

K 99.4 95.0 96.5 

1 99.9 96.3 96.6 

2 100.0 98.6 99.5 

3 100.0 98.3 98.8 

4 99.9 98.5 98.4 

5 100.0 97.9 98.0 

Total Monthly %   99.9 97.5 97.9 

mailto:robert.testa@vernonct.org
http://www.vernonpublicschools.org/lss-homepage


 

  

 

 

 

From the Secretary’s desk….Mrs. Gessay 

We have been so lucky with this recent weather pattern!  As we all know, the cold and snowy weather will be here 

SOON!!   

Snow Days and School Cancellations 

 In the event of bad weather, families should watch local news channels and listen to the radio for school de-
lays and closings. You can also visit vernonpublischools.org. Families should also receive a RoboCall from 
our Superindendent and a text message.  If you are not receiving these calls or texts, please let me know as 

soon as possible. 

 If Vernon Public Schools are closed, then Preschool is closed too!   

REMINDER:  Early Dismissal / Pick Ups/ Gym Dismissal/ Arrival: 

Please have your child bring a note to school if you plan to pick them up early or change their normal routine 

home.  This helps the teacher, office, and student to be better prepared.  Any changes to your child’s normal dis-

missal, needs to be in writing to the office no later than 1:00.  Only emergencies will be accepted after 1:00.  

When sending a note in with your child; please remember to include the students First and Last name and teach-

er’s name.   

If you have any issues or concerns about this policy, please refer to the VPS Handbook information be-

low: 

Leaving School Grounds/Release of Students From School  

Under no circumstances may a student leave the school or school grounds during school hours without 

permission from his/her parents or guardians and school administration. In the event it is necessary for a 

student to be dismissed early, a parent or guardian should send a written request to the office. Telephone 

requests for early dismissal of a student shall be honored only if the caller can be positively identified as 

the student’s parent or guardian. Children of single-parent families will be released only upon the request 

of the parent whom the court holds directly responsible for the child and who is identified as such in the 

school records, unless prior arrangements have been made with the school. Arrangements should be 

made with the building administrator on the parent or guardian to pick up the student in the school office.  

If someone other than a parent/guardian picks up the student, the person appearing in the school office 

should bring a note of identification from the parent or guardian.” 

Did you know that LSS raised $180.00 on our Hat Day in November for the Veterans.  $50.00 went towards a 

brick that will be laid on the grounds at the Fisher House in West Haven, CT and the rest of the money went to-

wards the house itself.  GREAT JOB LSS!!! 

 

Have a safe and wonderful Holiday Season 
 With Family and Friends! 



The Nurse’s Corner  

 
Dear LSS Families, 

 

My name is Ms. Valentino. I am the new nurse at Lake Street School.  
I feel fortunate to be part of this wonderful school community and 
have the opportunity to help our students stay healthy and ready to 
learn every day.  
A quick reminder for parents, as the cold weather has returned, 
please make sure your children are dressed appropriately. Hats, 
boots, snow pants, warm jackets and gloves or mittens are essential 
for the students to be able to enjoy their time while playing outside. 
Students will have outdoors recess if temperatures and wind chills 
are above 26 degrees. Also, it is very important that they bring a wa-
ter bottle to school every day, in order to keep hydrated.  
Please, do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. You 
can reach me at 860-870-6088 during school hours. You may also call 
and leave a message any time to report an absence. 
The doors of my office are open for you. Please, feel free to stop by 
and visit anytime. 
Let’s enjoy the winter and stay healthy! 
 
Lorena Valentino, RN 



Did you know that the Vernon Public Schools offer FREE live-online parenting programs that can be ac-

cessed from your computer, tablet or smart phone?!!  Visit the Family School and Community Part-

nerships link under Departments on the Vernon Public Schools website to find out more OR visit 

peaceathomeparenting.com (free code: FallMember2017). 

Tis the season. . . 

The holidays are here!  The Vernon Volunteer Firefighters are collecting new/unwrapped toys be-

tween 11/27 and 12/16.  Your support will help them deliver toys to those most in need on 

12/18.  Toys can be placed in the box outside of the main office.  Monetary donations can be mailed to: 

Vernon Volunteer Firefighters Association, Inc.  P.O. Box 951, Vernon, CT 06066.  Thanks for making the 

holidays bright for a child in need!         

Internet Safety. . . did you know?  

A federal law, the Children's Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA), was created to help protect kids 

younger than 13 when engaged in online activities. It's designed to keep anyone from getting a child's per-

sonal information without a parent knowing about it and agreeing to it first. 

COPPA requires websites to explain their privacy policies on the site and get parental consent before col-

lecting or using a child's personal information, such as a name, address, phone number, or Social Security 

number. The law also prohibits a site from requiring a child to provide more personal information than 

necessary to play a game or participate in a contest. 

But even with this law, your kids' best online protection is you. By talking to them about potential online 

dangers and monitoring their computer use, you'll help them surf the Internet safely.   

Online Protection Tools:    

Online tools are available that will let you control your kids' access to adult material and help protect 

them from Internet predators. No option is going to guarantee that they'll be kept away from 100% of the 

risks on the Internet, so it's important to be aware of your kids' computer activities and educate them 

about online risks. 

Many Internet service providers (ISPs) provide parent-control options to block certain material from com-

ing into a computer. You can also get software that helps block access to certain sites based on a "bad 

site" list that your ISP creates. Filtering programs can block sites from coming in and restrict personal in-

formation from being sent online. Other programs can monitor and track online activity. Also, make sure 

your kids create a screen name to protect their real identity.   (Source: www.kidshealth.org) 

                         News from our school  

Social Worker, School Psychologist, and Family Liason 

      Mrs. Weber      Mrs. Welnicki   Ms. Wawzyniecki  



News from our Special Education Teachers - 

Ms. Boltseridge, Mrs. Bedson and Mrs. Kowalczyk 

 

                                    Sharing Your Child’s Progress 

 

Conferences will be coming up on December 7
th
 and 8

th
.  We really 

hope you can make it!  This is a time for us to share the progress 

your child has made, as well as look at areas on the report card 

and IEP that may be more challenging.  When we brainstorm ideas 

together, we often come up with some great ways to help your child 

with his/her learning!   

If the set conference dates don’t work for you, please reach 

out to us or your child’s teacher.  We try to make every effort to be 

flexible and meet the scheduling needs of our parents.  When hav-

ing the conference, we need to stick to the schedule time slot as 

much as possible so we don’t run late and keep people waiting.  

However, please know that our time with you is important, and we 

encourage you to share your thoughts and any concerns with us 

about your child.  As always, you can also reach out to us by email 

or phone if you have more information you’d like to discuss outside 

of the conference time.  We look forward to seeing you soon! 

  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj-5cb9q87QAhXD6yYKHc69DYIQjRwIBw&url=http://www.clipartkid.com/young-students-playing-cliparts/&psig=AFQjCNFDkvYvKI1_6SDMmpnZg4-_y0urqg&ust=1480521880894953


News from our Reading Specialists:  Amy Hardell and Suzanne Ruiz 

 

Students across grade levels have been taking the Fountas and Pin-
nell (F&P) reading tests.  The purpose of these assessments is to 
provide students with their independent reading level range.  Having 
this information can help students to select “Just Right Books”.  Most 
books that our students read have a corresponding F&P Level.  For 
example, most Elephant and Piggie books are level F/G while Magic 
Tree House books are usually around level M.  You can check the 
levels of your books at home by downloading the Scholastic Book 
Wizard app or visiting Scholastic.com.  When students read every 
day at their independent reading level, you can be sure that they are 
reading for meaning in a book that’s comfortable for them.   

 

Amy Hardell and Suzanne Ruiz 
Reading Specialists 
Lake Street School 
Vernon Public Schools 
860.870.6085 



   Ho! Ho! HO!  from the Math Corner!  

       Mrs. Browne 
 

 

 

The gift giving season has come early to LSS! We’re thrilled to introduce 

our brand new Family Math Game Library! Thanks to a generous grant 

from the Vernon Education Foundation, we have purchased a variety of 

board games designed to practice and strengthen math skills across all el-

ementary grade levels. Each game was specifically chosen to compliment 

the common core standards of mathematics. The goal is to increase skills 

while simultaneously providing tons of family fun! Enjoy some quality time 

as a family playing games like Sum Swamp, Money Bags, and Pizza Fraction 

Fun. Please take advantage of this great new resource! Students and par-

ents alike can “borrow” a game from our library… just email, call or come 

see me, Mrs. Browne at school. I will help guide your game choice to best 

suit the math needs of your child and get you playing right away! Keep the 

game for a couple of weeks, then return it and trade for another.   

All games have been kid tested and approved with two thumbs up by 

our very own LSS students. In addition to populating our library, they 

would also make great items for Santa’s List! You may purchase one 

through Amazon or Learning Resources.com. Below is a list of some of our 

favorite grade appropriate, educational games to consider putting under 

your tree this season.  

    Happy Holidays! –Mrs. Browne 

 

 Grades K & 1: Sum Swamp Addition and Subtraction I Sea 10!  

 Grades 2 & 3 Money Bags, A Coin Value Game Race Around the Clock, 

Elapsed Time Game 

 Grades 4 & 5:Dino math Tracks, Place Value Game Buy it Right, Math 

Shopping Game 



MUSIC  NOTES  

from Mr. Stern 
 

In Music class, students in grades 2-5 have started creating soundscapes to match the setting, mood, and 
characters of a story.  Students must discuss elements of the story and decide which instruments and vocal 
sounds should be used to add detail to the text. This unit will encourage students to collaborate with others, 
think critically, be creative, and use their knowledge of text analysis. 

 

For the next few months, 4th graders will practice reading and writing music notation by learning to play the 
recorder.  The recorder is a wind instrument that has been played in Western music since the 
1300s.  Knowing how to play the recorder will help students prepare for band lessons in 5th grade. 

 

 

News from the Art Room 

Miss Johnson  

 
This month in the art room, kindergarten students will be learning more about color mixing and how to use colors 

in their artwork. First grade students will be using their drawing skills and mixed media in their artwork. Students in 

second grade will continue their project on Romero Britto and his use of color and pattern in his artwork. Third 

grade students are continuing their mood portraits using color and facial expressions to show emotion. Students in 

fourth grade will begin a printmaking unit. Fifth grade students will be creating a 3D relief art piece. 

 

There is time to order from our art fundraiser! Ordering can be completed online only through the Square 1 Art 

website. 

Physical Education 

Mr. Johnson 

In the gym, we just started a Volleyball unit in grades three through five.  Students are learning skills associ-

ated with volleyball such as the bump, set and serve.  They will learn correct scoring and rotation as well.  

Volleyball will continue through December and for the first week of January until we start with cooperative 

and problem solving activities. We had a good turnout for intramural sports this fall and it will take a break 

during December and January.  Intramural Sports will resume in February.   

At the younger level, we have been working on manipulative skills such as the toss, catch, bounce and drib-

ble and students are learning the various sports and activities that involve these skills.  

Stay on the lookout for the “Food, Fun and Fitness” newsletter that comes home each month from the ele-

mentary physical education teachers each month.  Have a wonderful December and holiday season and try 

to stay active during these colder months.  

 


