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As Daylight Savings Time Ends, Vernon’s Fire Marshal and 
Fire Chief Urge Residents to Check Smoke and Carbon 

Monoxide Detectors and to Change Batteries 

Fire Department to Distribute FREE Energizer 9-Volt Batteries on Sunday 

(VERNON, Connecticut) – Daylight savings time ends at 2 a.m. Sunday, November 1st, 2020 and most 

Connecticut residents will be setting their clocks back an hour before they go to bed Saturday night. 

The end of daylight savings time is also a good time to check smoke and carbon monoxide detectors to make 

sure they are functioning properly, and to change the batteries in detectors, Vernon Fire Marshal Dan 

Wasilewski said. 

“Early warning is key to getting out of a house fire,” Wasilewski said. “The same goes for a carbon monoxide 

(CO) emergency, which can fill your home with the deadly odorless and colorless gas. Checking your smoke and 

carbon monoxide detectors and spending a few dollars on fresh batteries is inexpensive insurance to keep you 

and your family safe.” 

To encourage people to change the batteries in their smoke and CO detectors, members of the Town of Vernon 

Fire Department will be handing out FREE Energizer 9-volt batteries at Fire Station 141, located at 724 Hartford 

Turnpike, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. this Sunday, November 1st. The batteries were donated by Energizer Holdings 

Company and are available to Vernon residents on a first-come, first-served basis. 

“Thank you to our Fire Marshal, Fire Chief and Volunteer Firefighters for coming up with this plan to use this 

generous donation to benefit our residents, and for volunteering their time to hand out the batteries on 

Sunday,” Vernon Mayor Dan Champagne said. “This is what Vernon is all about – finding ways to go the extra 

distance for our residents. Batteries can be expensive so this will be very helpful to our community’s families.” 
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Energizer donated more than 700 batteries to the Town of Vernon and firefighters will give up to four (4) 

batteries to each household on Sunday, Wasilewski said. 

“A smoke detector should be on every level of your home, inside each bedroom, and outside sleeping areas,” 

Vernon Fire Chief Steve Eppler said. “Carbon monoxide detectors should also be placed on every level of your 

home, and outside sleeping areas. Batteries should be replaced in detectors, unless they have sealed 10-year 

batteries.”  

Nationally, almost three of every five deaths in home fires occurred in homes where there were no smoke 

detectors or the detectors were not functioning, according to the National Fire Protection Association. A leading 

cause of smoke detectors not functioning is a dead or missing battery. 

“You increase your chances of surviving a house fire by more than 50 percent if you have a working smoke 

detector,” Wasilewski said. “We can’t stress enough how important it is to have functioning smoke and carbon 

monoxide detectors in your home.”  

Smoke detectors should be replaced if they are more than 10 years old, Wasilewski said. 

About the Town of Vernon 
 

The Town of Vernon is a celebrated place to live, work and visit. From its beautiful parks and lakes, to its vast trails 
and historic homes and buildings, Vernon is a resilient and thriving community that promotes the health and 
wellbeing of its residents and values the natural environment. With a resident population of approximately 30,000 
and occupying 18.03 square miles, Vernon combines a balanced appreciation of history, and a strong economic 
base for growth, both residential and commercial. Located 15 minutes east of the Connecticut capital of Hartford, 
and 25 miles from the City of Springfield, Massachusetts, the Town of Vernon is strategically located in “New 
England's Knowledge Corridor” with close proximity to some of the top colleges and universities in the country.  
 
Recently designated as a certified Sustainable Community, the Town of Vernon offers a wide range of benefits 

and services to its residents. The Town of Vernon is a full-service municipality that practices a management 

philosophy of continuous quality improvement. To learn more about the Town of Vernon, please call (860) 870- 

3670 or visit www.vernon-ct.gov. 
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