
The Pet War - For Students Currently in Grades 3 and 4 

Activity Calendar for  June/July 2020 
June 18-30th – Read the book – The Pet War 

Answer the questions and complete the activities in your journal or on Seesaw. 
 

Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
June 29th & 30th 

 
Collect Data and Make a Graph to Display the 

Information you have Gathered: 
 
Ask 20 or more friends and relatives what kind of 
pet they have. Create a bar, pie or line plot graph 
to show your findings.  

 

July 1 
Chapters 1 & 2 

Why was Otto upset? 
What did he want? 

 
Think about a time 
when you were upset. 
What did you do to feel 
better?  How could you 
help an upset friend feel 
better?  Make a card for 
a friend. 

2 
Ottos’ favorite dog, 

Alfalfa moved to 
Montana.  

 
Montana is 2,183 miles 
from CT to Montana. If 
your family drove 480 
miles a day, how many 
days would it take to 
get to Montana? What 
if you drove 600 miles 
each day? 

July 3 
Chapters 3 & 4 

How does Otto try to 
convince his mother 

that he was 
responsible? 

 
Convince someone that 
you are responsible. 
Make a poster showing 
the ways you are 
responsible. 
 

July 6 
Chapters 5 & 6 

What were all the 
things Otto tried to 

make money? 
 

Make an advertisement 
for a job that you would 

do to make money. 
 

 
 

7 
Cost Analysis of Dog 

versus  Cat Ownership 
 

Research the cost of 
each pet and decide 
which is a better deal. 
Here’s a good website 
to guide you: 
https://www.wkyc.com
/article/money/magnify
-money/cats-vs-dogs-w
hich-pet-is-more-afford
able/95-315679128 
 

July 8 
Chapters 7 & 8 

What did Lexi do to 
make money? How was 

Lexi different from 
Otto? 

 
Make a chart comparing 

and contrasting Otto 
and Lexi showing how 
they are the same and 

different. 
 
 

9 
Tracking Otto’s Earnings 

Potential 
With paper and pencil 
or on the computer, 
keep track all of Otto’s 
money making ideas. 
Calculate what he has 
to do in each scenario 
to reach the goal of 
$500. (ex: how many 
bottles need to be 
returned to get to 
$500?) 

July 10 
Chapters 9 & 10 

Why did Otto put Lexi’s 
poster back up?  How 

was Otto feeling?  How 
did you know? 

 
Think about a time that 

you made a mistake. 
How did you fix it? 

Draw a picture showing 
your mistake and how 

you fixed it. 
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July 13 
Chapters 11 & 12 

Do you think Otto’s dog 
walking idea was a good 
one?  Why or why not? 

 
Make a list of the supplies 
that Otto will need to be a 

successful dog walker. 
 

14 
Spend Money to Make 

Money? 
Estimate or research how 
much each supply item 
Otto needs will cost him.  
How much should he 
charge for each walk?  
How many walks does he 
need to do to cover the 
cost of his supplies? 

July 15 
Chapters 13 & 14 

How did you feel when 
Otto tied Buttercup to the 

tree?  
 

What lesson did Otto 
learn from walking 

Buttercup, Truman, and 
Jetson?  Explain the lesson 
Otto learned to someone. 

16 
Converting Earnings 

 
Otto’s first customer, Mrs. 
Linkletter, paid him $5.00 
for 1 hour plus a $1 tip. 
How much is that per 
minute? How does it 
compare to Otto’s price of 
$6.00 for 30 minutes? 
 

July 17 
Chapters 15 & 16 

What did you think went 
wrong during Lexi’s 

tutoring session and why? 
 

Draw a picture or a 
cartoon of Lexi and Otto 

at the end of Ch. 16. 
Include speech bubbles to 

show what they were 
thinking and saying. 

July 20 
Chapters 17 & 18 

What did you think about 
the party plan?  What 
problems happened 

during the dog party? 
 

Think about a party you 
would like to have.  Create 

an invitation! 

21 
Pay Up 

Otto keeps mentioning 
that he owes mom money 
for all the supplies he 
keeps using. If he owes 
mom $100, what fraction 
of the 500 dollars is that? 
What amount would 
equal one half? 

July 22 
Chapters 19 & 20 

Name some of the many 
things that were going 

wrong for Otto. 
 
 

Write a song, rap, or 
poem giving advice to 

Otto about what he needs 
to change. 

23 
Money Matters  

 
Track the mistake Otto 
made with the money 

transaction he had with 
Ms. Greenleaf. How is it 
possible that he paid her 

$5 instead of making 
money? Explain his 

mistake.  
 

July 24 
Chapters 21 & 22 

Do you think it was a good 
idea to ask Malcolm to 

come back?  Why or why 
not? 

 
Tell about or draw a 

picture of a time a friend 
has helped you. 

July 27 
Chapters 23 & 24 

What did Otto do when he 
heard Lexi coming back up 

the stairs?  What would 
you have done? 

 
Make a video acting out a 

time when you had to 
make a tough choice. 

 

28 
More the Merrier? 

 
If Otto’s plan to walk 5 
dogs at the same time had 
been successful, earning 
him $6 for 30 minutes per 
a dog. How much would 
he have made if he 
walked all 5 dogs for 45 
minutes?  

July 29 
 Chapters 25 & 26 

It seemed like Otto had all 
the money he needed. 

Did Lexi? 
 
 

Who were you rooting 
for?  Otto or Lexi?  Make a 
sign or record a cheer for 

your choice. 

30 
Business Plan 

How could you make 
money to save for 
something you really 
want? Create a plan that 
includes supplies needed 
and the amount of work 
you would need to do to 
reach $500 and pay for 
your supplies.  

July 31  
Chapters 27, 28, & 29 

What was the big surprise 
at the end of the book? 

Did you like how it ended? 
 

Pretend you are a news 
reporter.  Make a video 

retelling the main 
highlights of the book!  

 
 

 



 

August 2020 

August 3rd – 21st Project Weeks 

Please choose one project a week from the list below. If you have the Seesaw app, take some pictures and 

share. 

● Make a puppet of one of the characters in the book.  Interview that character. 

● Create a new book cover for The Pet War or any other book you have enjoyed this summer.  

● Write a poem about one of the characters. 

● Write a book review for The Pet War or any other book you have enjoyed this summer. 

● Create a film poster for your book. 

● Write a story about what you think Otto and Lexi’s next adventure will be.  

● Create a sculpture of one of the characters from the book.  Use anything you can find like soap, wood, 

clay, sticks, paper, or wire. 

● Share your favorite reading spot.  

● Explore an exciting nonfiction book about dogs or cats.  Share some of the facts you learn. 

 


