
ECE 1010 Academic Writing 

Summer Writing Assignment 

 
Join ECE 1010 Academic Writing Google Classroom; Use the code 3scyf3 

 
Due Date: Submit via Google Classroom by Sunday, August 26 at 5:00PM 

 
 
In lieu of a traditional summer reading and writing assignment, you are required to write 
TWO college essays.  You may choose from the Common Application prompts below, 
or from a school of your choice. Please research the schools of your choice in order to 
determine which essay prompts work best for you. 
 
The college essay provides you with a chance to show college admissions offices 
something other than your GPA and SAT scores.The official Common Application 
website explains that these questions “are designed to invite unencumbered 
discussions of character and community, identity, and aspiration.” The point is to make 
a personal statement that provides a college admissions office with some insight into 
what makes you unique and a good candidate for their college. In short, you should use 
the essay as a platform to begin to make the case for choosing you over other students 
who are also vying for a spot at that institution.  The strongest essay is about an 
experience that nobody else has had. It will tell a story that shows what kind of personal 
you are morally, intellectually, personally, etc.  
 
 
Formatting Requirements: 
Double Spaced, Size 11 or 12 Font (you may use either Arial or Times New Roman) 
Word Count:500-650 words per essay (Use the Tools menu to count) 
 
 
Notes: 

■ Submit your work via Google Classroom. Use the posted assignment. 
■ Come to our first class with either a laptop or a hard copy of your essay. 
■ Be prepared to revise these essays during the first weeks of school. 
■ This is your first major paper grade of Q1. 

Failure to write this essay will result in a failing grade for Q1. 
 
If you decide not to write these essays, and plan on switching to another English class, 
you must change your schedule before school begins. Otherwise, this grade will be 
transferred to your new class. 

 
Mrs. Hoffman 
Email: caitlin.hoffman@vernonct.org 
Google: caitlin.hoffman@vernonschools.org 
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2018-2019 Common Application Essay Prompts 

 

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful 
they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then 
please share your story.  

 

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later 
success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it 
affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?  

 

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted 
your thinking? What was the outcome?  

 

4. Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an 
intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of 
personal importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps 
you took or could be taken to identify a solution.  

 

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal 
growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.  

 

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all 
track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to 
learn more?  

 

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one 
that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design.  

 


