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Vernon Students Return to School 
Superintendent Greets Newest Students, Teachers  

 

VERNON, Connecticut – The first day of school in Vernon was filled with anticipation, excitement, lots of smiles and 45 
new teachers and staff who eagerly joined their veteran colleagues to provide Vernon students with the best 

educational experience possible. 
 “The students are telling me they are happy to be back,” Vernon Superintendent of Schools Dr. Joseph P. Macary 
said. “Teachers, paraprofessionals and other school staff are telling me the same thing. We are having a great first day 
of school and everyone is happy to be here.” 

  
Dr. Macary greets students Wednesday morning at Center Road School. 

Dr. Macary, joined by Assistant Superintendent Robert Testa and Director of Business and Finance William Meier, 
toured district schools Wednesday to check in with principals, staff and students, and to provide a special greeting to 
new teachers and kindergarteners. 
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At Center Road School Dr. Macary asked kindergarteners how many could count to 10 already. Several then 
demonstrated their counting skills and earned a round of applause from their teachers and administrators. 

“It’s great to see everybody,” Dr. Macary told children in Kristen Piscottano’s kindergarten class at Center Road 
School. “Everybody have a great first day.” 

 
Dr. Macary greets new teacher Anthony Messina at Maple Street School. 

At Maple Street School Dr. Macary dropped in on Anthony Messina’s fifth grade class to welcome Mr. Messina to 
Vernon. “Welcome, we’re glad to have you here,” Dr. Macary said. “Let me know if you need anything.” 

Although students returned to school Wednesday, teachers have been preparing their classrooms and attending 
training and the annual convocation to open school. 

Regina Lee, Vernon’s Teacher of the Year and a talented and gifted teacher at Vernon Center Middle School, urged 
her fellow teachers to never become discouraged, to remember the immense responsibility that comes with being a 
teacher, and to appreciate the lasting impact they will have on students. 

 
Vernon Teacher of the Year Regina Lee speaks to Dr. Macary at Vernon Center Middle School. 

 

“We have the unique ability of meeting the students at their current stage of development, embracing their strengths 
and weaknesses, and showing them we like them and care about them no matter what,” Lee said. “We have to love 
them no matter what kind of day we are having.” 



The Vernon Public Schools, in partnership with family and community, is committed to provide a quality education, with high 
expectations, in a safe environment where all students become independent learners and productive contributors to society. 

 

She described the teachers who helped her during her journey from being a young immigrant who did not speak 
English to an adult who treasures their opportunity to help her students learn and achieve. 

“During their whole lives our students will have people putting limits on their hopes, telling them they can’t, or they 
never will,” she said. “Regardless of what happens in our classroom, we must not be part of that destructive crowd, 
even subconsciously. We don’t have to condone everything our students do but the words we choose and our actions 
will be remembered by them forever, and will definitely impact some of the decisions they make. None of us are set 
in stone. We change all the time. Our students don’t always understand that so we have to show them that their 
world is full of possibilities and potential for change.” 

Lee told her colleagues that in their classrooms, they are the most powerful people in the room and their influence on 
their students is great. 

“Let’s behave every day as if that is the day students will remember about us,” she said. 

The continuing coronavirus pandemic is impacting schools. Students will continue to wear masks and to socially 
distance. All Vernon students will also continue to receive free breakfast and lunch through the 2021-2022 school 
year. 

 
The first day lunch in Vernon schools featured Dzen Farm corn and Johnny Appleseed’s Farm apples. 

Elizabeth Fisher, the director of Food and Nutrition Services, is working to ensure students have the most nutritious 
meals possible. Monday’s lunch featured corn from Dzen Farms in South Windsor and apples from Johnny 
Appleseed’s Farm in Ellington. 

No paperwork is required to participate in the free meal program, although it is critical that all eligible families 
complete and submit free and reduced-price meal applications to the school district so that it can be determined 
whether they are eligible for other programs. For more information, please visit the Food & Nutrition Services page 
on the district website. 
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