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DRAFT MINUTES 

BOARD OF EDUCATION FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING  

 

 

A Vernon Board of Education Finance Committee Meeting was held on Monday, February 10, 2020. 

 

Chairperson Fischer called the meeting to order at 6:01 PM. 

 

Board members present were: Mrs. Fischer, Mr. Kalina, Ms. Gessay, Dr. Buxton, Ms. Arn, Mr. Linton, 

Mr. Brown and Ms. Hyatt.  Mrs. Rodriguez was present via Zoom Meeting.  

 

Also present were Dr. Macary, Superintendent of Schools, Mr. Testa, Assistant Superintendent and 

Angela Wang, Director of Business and Finance.  

 

 

 

1.0 Community Forum 

 

There was no public comment. 

 

 

 

2.0 Review of Memo to the Board of Education regarding proposed changes to the FY20-21 

Budget                    

 

Dr. Macary asked Angela Wang to review the memo to the Board of Education (shown below) 

regarding the BOE proposed changes from the Budget Workshops: 
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Angela reported that the net impact of these changes decreased the budget by $30,179.00, which 

decreases the FY21 budget increase percentage from 1.85% to 1.80%. 
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3.0 Non-Personnel Budget Changes 

   

The Board reviewed the Non-Personnel changes shown in the table below: 

 

  
 

 

Ms. Arn asked if the Board will be receiving more information about Esports.  Dr. Macary said 

there is a scheduled presentation regarding Esports at tonight’s Board of Education meeting. 

 

Ms. Hyatt asked if any research was done on the new athletic field and turf regarding health 

concerns to students using the facility.  Dr. Macary said this concept is going to be a 12-phase 

process.  Right now, Phase 1 secures the funding, which is where we are at currently with the 

FY20-21 budget request.  Phase 2 will be the design phase.  During the remaining phases, these 

concerns will be addressed.  Mr. Brown asked “if it is discovered that there are health concerns, 

will we back out of the project?”  Dr. Macary said we will not to anything that affects the health 

and safety of any student.  If approved, we will have the Company come in and do a presentation 

to the Board of Education about all aspects of the project.  We are just trying to secure the 

allotment of funds at this time. 

 

Ms. Arn said she still doesn’t understand why we are paying ASTE students for their labor taking 

care of animals and landscape.  Mr. Kalina asked if this has been in the budget in prior years.  Dr. 

Macary said it has been there for the past 10 years.  Dr. Buxton said that if the hours these students 

are taking care of animals and landscape are not part of their course credits and are during non-

school hours, then we should pay them a fair wage for their work.  Mr. Kalina said that paying the 

students assures the animals are well cared for during the weekends and school vacations. 

 

Mr. Brown asked what areas were cut with the BOE approved 5% reduction to the ASTE budget.  

Dr. Macary said those areas had not yet been determined.  He also said that the Vocational 

Agriculture revenue of $107,667.00 that the Town used to keep will now go directly to ASTE. 



 

 - 4 - 

With the $17,000.00 reduction to their budget, the net amount ASTE will receive will be 

$90,000.00 from these funds. 

 

4.0 Personnel Budget Changes 

 

The Board reviewed the Personnel changes shown in the table below: 

 

 
 

 

Mrs. Fischer questioned the stipend for Peggy Stickel.  Angela said this is a result of her having a 

Master’s Degree.  The notes will be changed in the budget book to reflect this. 

 

Ms. Arn questioned Michelle Harlow’s stipend.  Angela said this stipend was included in 

Michelle’s contract. 

 

Ms. Gessay asked “what was the new bottom-line total to the budget as a result of the changes?”  

Angela said the new total is $54,839,044.00. 

 

The Board concluded review of the memo and tables. 

 

Dr. Macary asked the Board if they had any more questions as they will be voting to approve this 

budget at the 7:00PM Board of Education meeting immediately following this final workshop.  He 

then said that we will be presenting their approved budget to the Town of Vernon on Wednesday, 

February 12th for their review, with a final presentation to the Vernon Town Council on March 

30, 2020. 

 

Mr. Kalina motioned to conclude the budget workshops for the FY2020-2021 Proposed Budget. 

Mr. Linton seconded the motion. 

 

Mrs. Fischer stated that the Board of Education will vote on approval of the revised FY20-21 

budget amount of $54,839,044.00 at tonight’s Board of Education meeting beginning at 7:00PM. 

 

The workshop adjourned at 6:34PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

   

 

 

Anne Fischer, Board Chair 


