






The Board of Education 

Town of Vernon 
30 Park Street - PO Box 600 

Vernon, Connecticut 06066 

Anne Fischer, Chairperson 
Mason Thrall, Vice Chairperson 
Patricia Buxton, Secretary 
Paul Grabowski 
Karen Colt 
Mark Kalina 
Stephen Linton 
Deborah Rodriguez 
Kristiana Wintress 

August 28, 2023 

9.0 Teaching and Learning 

9.1 School-Parent-Student Compacts: Elementary, Middle & High School (BOE Goal #1, #2, 

tm 

Dr. Macary mentioned that the School-Parent-Student Compacts for Elementary, Middle 
and High School levels were approved by the Board before Covid and was bringing them 
back to the Board to see if they would like to make any changes. School responsibilities 
include believing all students can and will learn at high levels, implement high-quality 
curriculum, provide opportunities for parents to participate in their child's school 
experience, ensure regular, timely and meaningful communication and facilitate Social 
Emotional Leaming development. Family responsibilities include ensuring regular and on­
time attendance for their children, supporting homework completion, staying informed on 
school happenings and participating in school meetings, encourage positive use of 
extracurricular time and responsible use of technology and partner in decisions relating to 
their child's education. Student responsibilities include being safe, respectful and 
responsible. They must conduct themselves in a safe and appropriate manner at all times, 
communicate respectfully with students and staff, follow the school and bus rules and 
attend school, giving their best effort and completing their homework. Our intent is to get 
this out to parents and students more often to communicate these expectations. 

10.0 General Business 

10.1 New Entry Age for Kindergarten (BOE Goal #1, #2, #3) 

Dr. Macary announced that the CSDE has released information on the recently enacted 
change by the Connecticut General Assembly to raise the minimum age for automatic 
entry into public school in Connecticut. Children will now need to tum 5 years old by 
September 1st in order to attend Kindergarten. This new rule will go into effect with the 
2024-2025 school year and will present its own set of challenges. Children born after 
September 1 st, who would normally move on to Kindergarten under the old ruling, 
provided they tum 5 by January 1st

, will now be required to remain in Pre-K for an 
additional year. This transition will cause high numbers of children attending Pre-K and 
will reduce attendance in Kindergarten classrooms. It will also cause a financial burden 
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